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I, for many long years, have honestly, and not to promote
political ends, denounced the unholy and cruel enactments
of the New Poor Law. . . .
Let me now proceed to correct some transcendent mis-
conceptions of yourself and others as to the nature and
intent of the offertory in church. The ancient and modern
division of all religious life was, and is, threefold—into
devotion, self-denial and alms. No sacred practice, no
Christian service, was or is complete without the union of
these three. They were all alike and equally enjoined by
the Saviour of man. The collection of alms was therefore
incorporated in the Book of Common Prayer. But it was
never held to be established among the services of the
Church for the benefit of the poor alone: it was to enable
the rich to enjoy the blessedness of almsgiving for their
Redeemer's sake: it was to afford to every giver fixed and
solemn opportunity to fulfil the remembrance, that what-
soever they did to the poor they did unto Him, and that
the least of such their kindness would not be forgotten at
the last day. 'Let us wash,' they said, 'our Saviour's feet
by alms* . . . But this practice of alms, whereunto the
heavenly Head of the Church annexed a specific reward—
this necessity, we are told, is become obsolete. A Christian
duty become, by desuetude, obsolete! As well might a
man infer that any other religious excellence ceased to be
obligatory because it had been disused. The virtue of
humility, for example, which has been so long in abeyance
among certain of the laity, shall no longer, therefore, be a
Christian grace! The blessing on the meek shall cease in
1844! . „ . Voluntary kindness and alms have been
rendered unnecessary by the compulsory payments en-
acted by the New Poor Law! As though the twenty-fifth
chapter of St. Matthew had been repealed by Sir James
Graham! As if one of the three conditions of our Chris-
tian covenant was to expire during the administration of
Sir Robert Peel! . . .
And now, sir, I conclude with one or two parting
admonitions to yourself. You are, I am told, an elderly
man, fast approaching the end of all things, and, ere many
years have passed, about to stand a separated soul among
the awful mysteries of the spiritual world. I counsel you
to beware, lest the remembrance of these attempts to
diminish the pence of the poor, and to impede the charit-
able duties of the rich, should assuage your happiness in
that abode where the strifes and the triumphs of con-
troversy are unknown, * Because thpu hast done this
thing, and because thou hadst no pity,' And lastly, I

